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“INTERNETAINMENT” 

Written by Brandon Peterson 

“Are you not entertained?” – is a famous quote from the movie Gladiator. Well nowadays, being 

entertained at home is choosing between watching television on cable or satellite versus using the 

Internet. For some of us it may be a tough choice, especially if we had to choose one medium to fit our 

budget. We are all coming to the realization that paying for a “bundled package” takes quite a toll on our 

bank accounts. High speed Internet is approximately half the cost of expanded cable with recording 

capabilities. If you are a sports fan, then cable is required to watch your favorite teams; but, if you are like 

many who don’t care for sports and just like shows, documentaries and movies, then the Internet has 

infinitely more to offer at a lower cost. The Internet has infinitely more to offer at a lower cost. The 

Internet can save on hundreds if not thousands of dollars on communication costs as well. 

In a recent article by LearnVest.com that was published on RealSimple.com, there are at least 10 ways to 

save money, using technology. 

Home Phone – (My, how far we 

have come from caller ID and 

answering machines!) 

 Consider using Skype, Google Voice or 

Rebtel for Internet-based 

communication. Voice over Internet 

Protocol or VoIP is exactly what it 

sounds like, your voice over the 

Internet. With a good Internet 

connection, the quality of talking over 

the Internet is much clearer than a cell 

phone or translating Morse code. 

 

Music – (without Piracy!) 

 

 Mixtape.me allows you to search for 

your favorite songs and create custom 

playlists to share for free. You will not 

own copies of the actual files and can’t 

make CD’s or put on a portable mp3 but 

you can buy the ones you enjoy. 

 

TV Shows – (What? There is 

life without a DVR?) 

 Hulu is one of the more reliable sites for 

your favorite TV shows. Save on the 

cost of a DVR and use Hulu! There are a 

few commercials but not as many as you 

typically have to watch on TV. There is 

no subscription fee. 

 Consider buying a Roku. This is a 

streaming player that uses your WI-FI to 

allow you to use different entertainment 

mediums such as Netflix, HBOGo, 

Hulu2, Disney, Pandora & Amazon. 

http://wakulla.ifas.ufl.edu/
https://twitter.com/
http://wakullaextension.wordpress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/


 

 

Movies – (too many to see, 

not enough time!) 

 Netflix is a convenient way to watch 

movies and TV shows with an Xbox, 

PS3 or by getting DVDs or Blurays 

through the mail. For under $10 a 

month, it will save going to the grocery 

store or having to return movies by a 

due date. 

 Redbox or Blockbuster kiosks can cost 

between $1.20 to 3.99 depending on 

how new the movie is. These are 

typically one-day rentals and can charge 

up to double of the original price if you 

are late. 

 Crackle.com- Watch movies and TV 

shows for free and on demand! 

The Internet is an information highway of 

different sources of entertainment, from 

YouTube to Pintrest, and Google+ to Facebook, 

there is always something new being created to 

peak our social interests of each other to keep 

entertained too.  This can say you on LAN line 

costs and potentially cell phone contracts.  

While it isn’t a mobile solution, with a camera 

and the Internet, free is better than paying 

monthly! 

 If you have a smartphone, consider 

downloading FringTM on iPhone or 

Android, it allows you to have a video 

conference call with other users with a 

camera on the phone. 

 

Home Energy – (All bulbs are 

not created equal) 

 Compact Fluorescent lights (CFL’s) use 

about 25-35% less energy and last about 

10 times longer than a standard 

incandescent light bulb. They cost 

approximately $19 for a three-pack, but 

you may save up to $50 in energy 

expenses per bulb. 

 

Data Storage – (flashdrive and 

hard drive protection) 

 Dropbox is a free software that gives 

you 2GB of storage that you can share 

with other users and increase your 

storage size with referrals. It syncs with 

your computer and keeps files virtually 

so you can access them at any time with 

the Internet. This is also available 

through your mobile phone as well. 

 

Books 

 

 Stanza is a free application for your 

iPhone, iPad or iPod touch that allows 

you to download over 100,000 books 

and periodicals for free. So before going 

to Amazon or iBook, check this out! 

 


