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It is hard believe in these cold February days, but spring 2012 will                                                                                                                           

be here soon. And with spring comes all those activities people will 

want to do when the weather warms up.   

 

On the top of that warm-weather to-do list is gardening and working in the yard.  

There are so many things to do to make that special pet project perform as it should so it 

will create envy in all those who see it. 

 

But alas, all that can be done in February is to dream about the lush grass and the 

abundant vegetable garden in the warm days to come.  Well, come to think of it, there is 

something you can do right now, soil test your lawn and garden. 

 

Soil testing now will provide you several advantages.  Not the least of which is 

you will know the nutrients contained 

in your little patch-of-paradise, and 

what needs to be added.  

 

With this knowledge in hand 

and a plan for what will be grown, the 

gardener can amend the plot with 

fertilizer, lime, mulch or organic 

products at the proper time.  Every 

plant from azaleas to zucchini has 

specific nutritional requirements and 

soil testing can help the gardener 

accurately answer those needs.   

 

Too little and the plant’s performance is not up to its potential.  Too much and the 

plant can be damaged and performance reduced.  Just as bad if not worse, the excess 

amendments will run off into the aquifer with negative results.  

 

Soil sampling for the homeowner and gardener is not a complicated process.  First 

select representative sites in the plot to be tested.  The number can vary, but 20 per acre is 

a good average.   

 

If there are two or more distinct soil types within the sample area, keep these 

samples separate.  Each distinct soil type will require a submission for testing. 

 

 Pull samples from four to six inches deep with a shovel, drain spade or soil 

sampling probe.  Collect the samples in a plastic bucket, but do not use a galvanized 

bucket.  The zinc in any galvanized tools will alter the test results and render an 

inaccurate report. 



  

 Spread separately the samples for each distinct soil type on a newspaper and let 

dry overnight.  Remove anything from the sample that is not soil…roots, pop-tops, dead 

bugs, etc.  

 

Mix the samples from like soil types thoroughly once they have dried.  This 

usually takes about 24 hours. 

 

There are several soil testing facilities able to analyze your sample, including the 

UF/IFAS Extension Service Soil Testing Laboratory in Gainesville, Florida.  Sample 

bags, shipping boxes and report forms are available at your UF/IFAS Wakulla Extension 

Office.  

 

Once the sample is dry and had debris removed, fill the sample bag(s) to the fill 

line and complete the form and clearly identify your sample. The cost for a complete 

report is $7.00 per submitted sample plus shipping if you sent your sample to the 

UF/IFAS Extension Service Soil Testing Laboratory. Prices are higher for private labs, 

but there services are different.  

 

Reports on the soil profiles are issued in about two weeks.  If an e-mail address is 

included on the request form, the report may arrive a few days earlier.  

 

So there you have it, you can do something in February to help your lawn and 

garden in April. 

 

If you have a question about soil sampling, or something else, please call your 

UF/IFAS Wakulla Extension Office at 850-926-3931 or visit us on the internet at 

http://wakulla.ifas.ufl.edu/.  

 


